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More Education Linked to Less
Recidivism, More Post-Prison Employment
For people exiting correctional facilities, greater educational attainment is associated with lower recidivism rates
and greater employment rates, according to results of an Indiana study1 reported recently in the Justice Policy
Journal. Across all offense types,2 releasees with high school or some college education3 were less likely to return
to prison and more likely to be employed during the study period4 than their peers with below-high-school
education. Among releasees who had been incarcerated for drug offenses, 51.7% of those with below-highschool education returned to prison, compared to 44.7% of those with high school and 30.4% of those with
some college. Similarly, 57.9% of those with below-high-school education were employed, compared to 67.8%
of those with high school and 65.2% of those with some college. The need for formal education is evidenced by
the significant portion of releasees across all offense types with below-high-school education – almost 4 in 10
(38.1%). Authors advocate increasing correctional education resources as a viable solution to reduce recidivism.
Recidivism Among Releasees Incarcerated for Drug Offenses, by Education Level
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Researchers conducted a 5-year follow-up on a cohort of 6,561 people released from the Indiana Department of Corrections in 2005.
Offense types: violent, non-violent, sex, and drug.
High school education: earned a GED or diploma. Some college education: completed a two-year college degree.
Study period: 2005-2009.
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