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More Hispanic Children Living in Poverty than Any Other Group;
African-American Children Face Greatest Poverty Rate
According to a new Pew Center report, Hispanic children make up the largest group living in poverty1 for the
first time in U.S. history, outnumbering white children beginning in 2007. More than 6 million (6.1) Hispanic
children were living in poverty in 2010, compared with 5.0 million non-Hispanic white children and 4.4
million African-American children. The number living in poverty has increased among all three groups, most
dramatically for Hispanic children, from 4.5 million, 4.3 million, and 3.9 million in 2007, respectively. The steep
increase in the number of Hispanic children is likely caused by the economic recession, high unemployment
rates, and high birth rates. Although the number of Hispanic children living in poverty is greater than the
number of African-American children, the latter face a higher poverty rate (39%) than other groups; 35% of
Hispanic children and 12% of white children lived in poverty in 2010.
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Source:
Pew Hispanic Center (Research Center). (2011). The Toll of the Great Recession: Childhood Poverty among Hispanics Sets
Records, Leads Nation. Washington, D.C.: Pew Research Center at Pew Hispanic Center.
Notes:
1

The U.S. Census Bureau measures poverty based on family size and income. In 2010, the official poverty line for a family of four,
including two related children, was $22,113. Every individual in a family of four with a total income below this line is considered
to be in poverty.
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