CENTER FOR

HEALTH & JUSTICE FACTS ON YOUTH

AT TASC

Fall 2012

Family Support Linked to Success in Juvenile Drug Court Program
Greater parental involvement is associated with increased rates of graduation from juvenile drug court and
reduced recidivism after program completion, according to new findings from a study of one juvenile drug
court in Texas.1 Parents’ participation was categorized as poor, fair, good, or excellent2 with regard to the level
of involvement in their child’s drug court program.3 As family involvement increased, youth were more likely
to graduate from the program. Among participants whose families were in the poor-family-involvement group,
only 18.2% graduated from the program. For those with families in the fair-family-involvement group, 52.6%
graduated. Finally, for those with families in the good-family-involvement group, 67.9% graduated. Within
12 months of program completion or unsuccessful termination, youth who graduated were much less likely
to be rearrested than those who did not (8.7% vs. 63.0%). Authors advocate for policies that utilize positive
reinforcement as a method to increase parental involvement and program compliance while their children are
involved in drug court programs.
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The study included 108 participants in the juvenile drug court program.
There were no participants whose parental involvement was categorized as excellent.
Family involvement was measured by probation officers’ assessments of program compliance and parent behavior (i.e., contacting
probation officers, attending counseling sessions, attending court dates, involvement with youth’s school, and holding youth
accountable).
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