FACTS ON YOUTH
February 2011

Prevalence of Substance Use Higher
Among Incarcerated Youth
Youth in custody in the juvenile justice system report higher rates of substance use than their peers in the
general population, according to data from the Survey of Youth in Residential Placement.1 Nearly 3 in 4 youth
(74%) in custody report having tried alcohol in their lifetime compared to 5 in 9 youth (56%) in the general
population. This disparity holds true for a variety of illegal drugs: 84% of youth in custody report experimenting
with marijuana or hashish compared to 30% in the general population, and 30% of youth in custody report
experimenting with cocaine or crack compared to 6% in the general population. Over half of youth in custody
report that they were “drunk or high on drugs” at least several times a week during the months before being
taken into custody. In spite of these significantly elevated rates of problem substance use, 19% of incarcerated
youth are in facilities that do not provide any screenings for it and 36% are in facilities that screen some but not
all youth. Less than two-thirds of youth (64%) are in facilities that develop individualized treatment plans.
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Notes:
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The Survey of Youth in Residential Placement (SYRP), designed by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, gathers
data anonymously from youth in juvenile justice system custody and draws from a nationally representative sample in state and
local facilities.
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