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Teen Birth Rate in U.S. Continues Decline,
Racial/Ethnic Disparities Persist
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the teen1 birth rate in the U.S. dropped
to its lowest recorded rate in 2009, at 39.1 births per 1,000 females. The 2009 rate maintains the downward
trend observed over the last two decades and represents a 37% decrease since 1991, when the rate was 61.8
births per 1,000 females. However, the rate in the U.S. remains markedly higher than in other developed
countries.2 Additionally, rates for African-American and Hispanic teens (59.0 births and 70.1 births per 1,000
females, respectively) are more than double that of white teens (25.6 births per 1,000 females). Report authors
note that teen births present increased health risks to infants and can disadvantage teens, and recommend that
prevention programs should provide evidence-based sex education, support parental communication, and
ensure access to contraception.
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Includes females between the ages of 15 and 19 years.
The U.S. rate (2006) is 1.5 times higher than rates in the United Kingdom (2002), 3 times higher than in Canada (2007), and 6
to 9 times higher than in Denmark (2008), the Netherlands (2008), Sweden (2008), and Switzerland (2008).
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