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Youth Cigarette Use Linked to Smoking in Top-Grossing Movies
A 2011 report by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention links a decrease in youth cigarette use1 to a
recent downward trend in the rate of on-screen tobacco incidents.2 Previous research has attributed 44% of
youth smoking initiation to tobacco incidents in movies.3 Among top-grossing youth-rated films (G, PG, or
PG-13) produced by companies with published policies intended to reduce tobacco incidents in their films,4
the percentage featuring any tobacco incidents decreased 78.9%, from 56.0% in 2005 to 11.8% in 2010. In
contrast, among films produced by companies with no published policies, the percentage featuring any tobacco
incidents decreased only 21.4%, from 54.2% in 2005 to 42.6% in 2010. Authors note that policies aimed at
reducing tobacco incidents in youth-rated movies can lead to fewer incidents in films and help prevent youth
smoking initiation.
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Between 2005 and 2010, current (past 30 day) cigarette use among eighth, tenth, and twelfth graders across the U.S. declined
16.3%, from 15.3% to 12.8% of students, according to 2010 Monitoring the Future survey findings.
Defined as the use or implied use of a tobacco product by an actor.
Based on a 2010 review of literature cited by the present study.
Three of the major motion picture companies in this study have published these types of policies. The other three major companies
and the independent companies in this study had no such policies as of 2010.
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